Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



4/. /Mr. 




A MANUAL 



OP 



DISTRICT VISITING. 



" God is not unrighteous, to forget your work and labour of love, which 
ye have shewed towards his name, in that ye have ministered to the 
saints, and do minister." — Heb. vi. 10. 

** Be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you, a 
reason of the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear." — 1 Pbt. iii. 15. 



A MANUAL 
OF DISTRICT VISITING 



WITH 



HINTS AND DIRECTIONS TO VISITOBS. 



BEING 

AN ADDRESS TO THE MEMBERS OF THE EDGE-HILL 
DISTRICT VISITING SOCIETY. 



BY THE REV. EDWARD J. NIXON, B.A. 

(LATB CUBATB OP BDOB-HILL, LIVBBPOOLJ 
CURATB OF STAPBK*HILL, DBBBT8HIBB, A50 CHAPLAIN TO THB 
BABL OP MACCLB8PIBLD. 




iiUp, 



FLEET STREET, A5D HANOTER STREET, 
LONDON : MDCCCXLVIII. 




L. SEELE7, PRINTBR. 



PBEFACE. 



The following pages were written to explain to 
the visitors of my district the object of the various 
returns required in the monthly and quarterly Re- 
ports, and the best method of filling them up. 

When the Reports (which will be found in the 
Appendix) were first drawn up and delivered to the 
visitors, it appeared desirable that the different heads 
should be enlarged upon and illustrated. 

It was proposed to do this in short lectures at the 
usual monthly meetings of the visitors. To supply 
materials for these lectures, I requested my friend 
and fellow-labourer who had framed the Reports, to 
draw up a few brief notes of the particulars most 
requisite to be explained. The notes soon swelled 
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into an elaborate address, containing sufficient matter 
to form a volume. In order that other parishes 
might enjoy the advantage which I believe these 
Reports to have conferred upon my own, I have 
induced the writer to consent to the publication of 
this volume, containing the Address and an Appen- 
dix. Some of the matter in the Appendix is only 
intended for the use of my own visitors, and is by no 
means offered as a model for others to adopt. 

I can from experience affirm, that the Reports are 
most useful ; and that with a little care at the outset 
they are easily filled up. 

The volume itself is the result of the experience 
of one whose kindness, assiduity, good sense, and 
earnest desire for the salvation of the people com- 
mitted to his care, will be long and gratefully re- 
membered by the poor amongst whom he laboured^ 
as well as by their visitors and myself. Its truly 
practical character is its great recommendation. 

The more experienced visitors of the poor will find 
it useful as a book of reference ; " stirring up their 
pure minds by way of remembrance," and bringing 
before them the motives which should animate them, 
as well as the objects to be kept in view in their 
work. 

Those who desire to be fellow-labourers in the 
Gospel with their ministers, but who may be deter- 
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red through inexperience or timidity, will also find 
▼aluahle assistance in these pages. The details of 
the work are fully entered upon^ and the mode of 
performing it, plainly and accurately described. 

Knowing by fifteen years' experience, amidst a 
population of some thousands, how much assistance 
of this kind is needed, I thankfully endeavour to aid 
the circulation of this volume, by recommending it 
to the notice of my brethren in the ministry, and of 
all who are engaged in the honourable and blessed 
employment of visiting " the fatherless and widows 
in their affliction." 

F. Barker. 

Edge Hilly 
March 17, 1847. 
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N. B. — To prevent confusion I have used the word '* Parish" 
^rowjhout this Address, when intending the whole District of 
Edge-hill; and the word " District" to d^cribe the portion 
cusigned to each Visitor. 

My Christian Friends, 
The task which I have undertaken of addressing a 
few thoughts to you upon the subject of District 
Visiting, originated in the feeling that some explana- 
tion of the Quarterly and Monthly Reports would 
be desirable. With a view to this, I was asked to 
prepare a few notes, which were intended to have 
been enlarged upon verbally at a District Meeting. 
It was afterwards thought, that it might be useM 
to throw these notes into a more permanent form ; 
and then it occurred to me to take a wider range» so 
as to embrace in some measure the whole subject. 
In this way the original idea has grown from one 
thing to another, until at length I find myself with 
an undertaking before me of much greater magni- 
tude than I had at first any design of attempting. 
But I am encouraged by the reflection that, with 
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God's blessing, I may be permitted to afford you 
some assistance in executing your office and labour 
of love, and perhaps to render it more pleasing and 
satisfactory to yourselves, and useful to your minis- 
ters and people. And now that, in Gk)d's good pro- 
vidence, I have been removed from among you, I 
feel an additional satisfaction in the thought, that it 
is a renewal and continuance of my connection with 
you and a spot which must always be endeared to 
me by many recollections. 

The general character of the work of District 
Visiting is familiar to you all. Many of you, doubt- 
less, have learnt by experience that, Uke every other 
employment of which the object is to do good in this 
fallen world, it has its toils and discouragements : 
you have found it often a thankless occupation, re- 
quiring continued energy and perseverance, and much 
judgment and temper. These are its difficulties and 
discomforts. It seems a sad and a hard thing to 
labour long and earnestly, and to see no fruit after 
all. But even this is not without its benefit to your- 
selves : it teaches dependence upon Gk)d, and drives 
to prayer ; and what is learnt in this way by dearly- 
bought experience, is longest retained. And when 
it has wrought this in us, it is probable that better 
success is at hand. 

District Visiting has many other advantages. It 
affords you a field upon which to bring into action 
your desires for usefulness. Such desires must be 
continually arising in every Christian mind. At 
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times a striking sermon, or a good book, or the ex- 
ample of some active charitable friend, powerfully 
awakens the feeling that we ought to be doing some- 
thing. Or the wants and miseries of the poor are 
brought visibly before us ; the ignorance and vice of 
thousands uncared for, penetrate us with compassion : 
we contrast our own opportunities of knowledge, our 
religious privileges, our temporal blessings, with the 
criminal neglect which has suffered them to grow up 
in many instances a curse to themselves and to the 
land ; and then the thought comes, '^ Oh, that I 
were doing something ! How delightM to be em- 
ployed in cheering the lot, and improving the cha- 
racter, of the ignorant and the wretched ? " What 
really right-minded Christian has not felt something 
of this P And yet desires so full of hope and pro- 
mise are constantly suffered to evaporate in fruitless 
and vain wishes. All one ever hears of them is, that 
they were good resolutions which came and went. 
And perhaps it was simply because where to begin — 
what to do — how to do it, did not clearly appear. 
The mind was filled with doubt and hesitation, and 
then relapsed into quiet acquiescence in what it saw 
not how to remedy. Such is the fate of many a 
noble aspiration that might have blessed thousands 
had it been turned to account ! Happily in your's, 
and many other parishes, a regular system of dis- 
trict visiting, under the superintendence of the cler- 
gyman, presents a field where Christian zeal and 
energy may find a safe and profitable vent. None 

B 2 
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ii^ your parish need sigh over a Ufa of conscious use- 
lessness, if there be but willingness to be employed 
in a good work. Your District Visiting Society, 
your Sunday schools, and other charitable institu- 
tions, are sources of continual occupation to aU pious 
and actively-disposed Christian persons. And many 
of you who are already employed rejoice, I do not 
doubt, in the happy conviction that you are merci- 
fully permitted to do something in your generation, 
the effects and fruits of which shall be found in eter- 
nity. It is a dehghtful thought to lie down with at 
night, that the day, through God's great goodness, 
has not been spent in vain. It is one of those joys 
with which a stranger intermeddleth not. 

Another benefit of having some active useful em- 
ployment, and more particularly such a one as Dis- 
trict Visiting, is, that it gives Ufe and vigour to the 
whole moral and rehgious character. Gk)ing upon 
errands of love and mercy, — entering into the feel- 
ings of the poor, — ministering to their wants, — com- 
forting them in their sorrows, — ^lamenting over their 
wickedness, — spraying for them and exerting ourselves 
to promote their spiritual and temporal well-being : 
— all these are not only delightful employments in 
themselves, but, by bringing into exercise all the 
graces of the Christian character, work and weave 
them into our moral constitution. The principle of 
benevolence is enlarged by constant endeavours to 
relieve pain and want, and to make the poor around 
us happier and better than we found them. Dis- 
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taste for every thing sinfiil^ and love for holiness, 
grow upon us as we perceive the deformity of vice 
in the less refined wickednesses of the poor. We 
see it stripped of the gloss which rohs it of much of 
its unsightliness, though of none of its turpitude, in 
the higher classes. And the attempts we are con- 
stantly making to win the people into the ways of 
godliness, produce a silent beneficial influence upon 
our own hearts* What we are always recom- 
mending to them as ** lovely " and " of good report,'^ 
gams a firmer hold upon our own affections.*— In 
witnessing, as we sometimes do, the dreadful con- 
sequences of vice, in ruin, in disease, in terrors of 
conscience, and fearful looking-for of judgment, we 
are stirred up to greater dUigence in prayer for 
them, and in fighting the good fight ourselves. 
Pity for the miserable sufferer, and gratitude to God 
^hat we have been spared from his crimes, and their 
awful retribution, are the feelings which will occur 
to a Christian mind in such cases. '^ Who maketh 
thee to differ from another P*' f *' Not unto us, O Lord, 
not unto us, but unto thy name give glory/' % '' By the 
grace of God, I am what I am,** § When privation, and 
want, and sickness, come under our notice, — when 
we are told that the little ones are gone to school 
without breakfast, — ^when we find ourselves in a 
damp cellar with little or no fire, — ^when we turn 
to the bed upon which the whole family sleeps, and 
see its scanty covering, or,, it may be, nothing 
• Phil. iv. 8. 1 1 Cor. iv. 7. I Psalm cxv. 1. § 1 Cor. xv. 10. 
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but a bundle of straw, spread upon the floor, — 
when we bear the tale of no work, no wages, no 
food ; or are told of pining sickness, or sudden acci- 
dents, with loss of Hmb or life ; — ^all this magnifies 
the mercies of God to ourselves, and shames us 
out of discontent, if we are ever tempted to murmur 
at our lot. In sorrows such as these we forget 
our lighter afflictions ; and the words of kindness 
and comfort which we carry with us are often made 
refreshing streams to our own souls. We are lifted 
out of self; and the reflection that God has, by us, 
blessed a fellow-creature, or brought food and raiment 
to a starving family, is a delightful source of thanks* 
giving and praise. We learn the truth of that say* 
ing of the wise man; — "/if is better to go to the 
home of mourning, than to go to the house of feast' 
ing,'^* On the other hand, we are occasionally 
cheered by the firm faith and unswerving con- 
stancy of some long-tried and afflicted servant of 
Christ. There is often a great simpUcity and beauty 
in the poor man's trust ; and the privations and pain 
that are sometimes borne, not only without murmur- 
ing, but in the midst of praise and rejoicing, would 
amaze us, did we not know their source. Such in- 
stances are proofs far more convincing than books of 
evidences, that the religion of Jesus is indeed **the 
power of God and the wisdom of God." f They send 
us home with an example to follow ; and with matter 
ef praise to the Giver of all grace and goodness. 
* Eccl vii. 2. + 1 Cor. i. 24. 
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Even our failures, and the poor success which so 
often attends our hest endeavours, serve to keep us in 
humility, lest we should think that some good thing 
which perchance God has done hj us were our own 
doing, and rob him of his glory. In all these ways, 
by active employment in a sphere of Christian use- 
fulness, such as District Visiting, faith, hope, com- 
passion, benevolence, contentment, zeal for Gk)d, and 
the practice and love of hoUness, are drawn out and 
exercised, and the religious and moral character is 
strengthened at every point. 

Much more might be added. I might remind you 
that the converse of all this is not less true ; and that 
we cannot advance in godliness, but must fall back, 
if we do not exercise the gifts and graces which God 
has given us. Our Lord's parable of the talents, is 
very plain upon this point.'*' He who buried what 
was given to him in the ground, though it was but one 
talent, and did not trade with it, had it taken from 
him, and then^ being naked, was cast into outer 
darkness. In our first spiritual condition we are 
like blocks of marble jUst hewn out of a quarry : 
We are detached from our mother earth, but we are 
still in the rough ; and our unevennesses must be 
beaten down, and we must be brought into confor- 
mity to the image of Christ by chisel and hammer, 
and many hard and painful strokes, before we are 
fit for the niche prepared for us in his spiritual tem- 
ple. But if we stay in idleness at home, or Uve a 

• Matt. XXV. 14—30. 
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life of ease and frivolous pleasure^ we shall be like 
blocks left by the waj-side, shapeless anduseless, fit 
only to be broken up and trodden under foot. There 
are, of course, cases in which an employment like 
District Visiting cannot be undertaken. Want of 
health, or the duties of a public station, or other 
causes, may prevent it. But you who are engaged 
in the work, may be encouraged by reflecting upon 
its many advantages ; and others may be induced to 
join you. Where valid reasons render it impossible, 
we know that God has other ways of forming the 
character and fitting it for his presence. Calm and 
patient endurance of suffering, and the unseen con- 
flict with inward corruption, is often a more effectual 
discipline than any other. The most active must 
know something of it, if they know themselves; 
and the child of God who desires to be useful, and 
is restrained, has this in addition to his other sor* 
rows to exercise him m submission and resignation 
to the will of his Heavenly Father. When, how- 
ever, there are no such impediments, activity in well- 
doing should be the character in our religion. And 
this, if it were only for our own good, and the ad- 
vancement of our spiritual Hfe. The following ex- 
tract from an old and admirable writer may properly 
close this part of our subject. ''When the soul is 
constantly employed in holy and spiritual affairs,'' 
says Bishop Hopkins, '' sin hath then neither room 
nor opportunity to put forth itself. It is kept out 
from the thoughts, when they are busied in holy 
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meditation ; it is kept out from the affections when 
they are set upon heavenly ohjects ; it is kept out 
from the life and conversation, when the duties, hoth 
of the general and particular calling, are duly per- 
formed in their respective seasons. * * * * j^ 
is the hest security God can give from the commis- 
sion of sin, to quicken to the performance of duty. 
***** Runnmg streams preserve them- 
selves pure and clean, when standing pools soon 
grow corrupt and noisome, and venomous creatures 
hreed in them ; so is it with the heart : whilst God's 
exciting and quickening grace puts it upon continual 
act, it is preserved from corruption." * 

Thus, there is very much to cheer and animate 
you in all the difficulties and discomforts of your 
work. Its benefits to yourselves, if you undertake 
it in a right spirit, and carry it on with diligence and 
perseverance, are scarcely to be calculated. Those I 
have enumerated are so many ways by which God, 
working by means, fulfils his promise, '* He that 
watereth shall be watered also himself,**f And is 
there not a satisfaction, a real, solid enjo3rment, in 
being employed in a good work, quite distinct from 
any advantage to be got from it ? Oh ! if the world's 
pleasure-hunters could know the difference between 
their joys and these, they would gladly listen to the 
call, ** Come thou with us and we will do thee good, for 
the Lord hath spoken good concerning IsraeV '| 

* Discourses concerniDg Sin. On Psalm xix. 13. 
t Prov. xi. 25. X Num. x. 29. 
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But, after all, the blessings you may confer upon 
the people themselves, should be your highest, as it 
is your noblest encouragement ; and, to this, there 
is no limit. You cannot fail to be of some service to 
them in a temporal way, and to advance more or less 
their comfort and happiness. Your very presence 
every week among them is looked forward to by 
many with interest : and, if you persevere quietly 
and prayerfully, in simple reliance upon the grace 
and goodness of God, you will, no doubt, in due 
time, be permitted to gather spiritual i&uit. There 
is no presumption in expecting the realization of a 
promise of God, however insufficient we may feel 
and know ourselves to be. He often works by the 
weakest instruments, that His own power, in the re- 
sult, may not be questioned. ^* God hath chosen the 
foolish things of the world to confound the mse,'^ 
" that no flesh should glory in His presence,'** " We 
have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency 
of the power may be of God, and not of us,"f " Not 
by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the 
Lord of hosts." X We should pray earnestly to be 
preserved from thoughts of self, whether tending to 
unwarranted confidence, or mistrustful despondency, 
and to be given a single eye to the good of souls, 
and God's glory. In this happy and holy frame, 
pray for much, and expect much, and, *' in due 
season,*' you "shall reap, if" you "faint not"^ 

♦ 1 Cor. i. 27, 29. t 2 Cor. iv. 7. 

I Zech. iv. 6. § Gal. vL 9. 
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Only let not those among you, who are entering upon 
the work, he over sanguine, lest, by and by, you 
should he discouraged, and be tempted to become 
weary in well doing ; for, at the best, it is a hard 
thing to drive Satan out of his own kingdom. Do 
what you can ; and leave the rest to Him, who will 
give or withhold the increase, as he sees best for you 
and the people. — Difficulties in every Christian work 
are a trial of our faith ; but, faith purified, and fixed on 
a proper object, is sure to meet with its reward at last. 
I commend this text to you, as a topic of present encou- 
ragement ; '' He that reapeth receiveth wages, and 
gathereth fruit unto life eternal : that both he that 
soweth and he that reapeth may rejoice together" * 
May you have much experience in * the luxury of 
doing good,' and be permitted to taste the blessed- 
ness of being your minister's successful '* helpers in 
Christ Jesus "f for the spiritual benefit of his flock I 
In any case it is your happy lot to exemplify the 
precept of St. James, "Pure religion and undefiled 
before God and the Father is this, to visit the father- 
less and widows in affliction, and to keep himself un- 
spotted from the world." % 

District Visiting should embrace the following ob- 
jects : — The circulation of approved tracts : giving 
useful and Christian advice as occasions offer : en- 
couraging the poor in habits of industry and provi- 
dence : reading the word of God occasionally to the 

♦ John iv. 36. t Rom. xvi. 3. J James i. 27. 
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sick and dying, and ministering to their bodily com- 
fort : admonishing parents about the bringing up of 
their children, and sending them to school : recom- 
mending habits of cleanliness in their persons and 
houses: encouraging regular attendance at Church 
and the Lord's table : and now and then dropping a 
serious word about eternity, heaven and hell, the 
judgment, and Christ the Redeemer. 

District Visitors may also aid their clergyman in 
procuring information respecting the character and 
circumstances and reUgious condition of his people. 
Haying only a small number of famihes committed 
to your charge, you can soon acquire, by a little care- 
ful observation, a tolerably accurate knowledge of 
them all. You can materially assist the working of 
the charitable institutions of the parish, both by dis- 
covering and recommending those who are really in 
want and deserving; and by preventing the imposi- 
tions of the undeserving, who are generally the most 
forward to ask. You should also, from time to time, 
inform your minister of cases of sickness and desti- 
tution, and afford him such information respecting 
them, as may assist him in his pastoral visits. You 
will thus, and in many other ways, stand as a link 
between the pastor and his people, and be a comfort 
to both, showing them that they are not overlooked 
or uncared for, and assisting him, and his fellow* 
labourers, in laying themselves out more advantage- 
ously for the good of the flock. 

In practically setting about this work, there is 
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nothing more important than the spirit and manner 
of undertaking it. A few hints upon this suhject may, 
therefore, he useful. Each district contains, upon an 
average, from twenty to thirty families, and, among 
them there are, necessarily, a great variety of charac- 
ters; some good, some ignorant, careless, intemperate, 
or improvident ; and others, it is hut too Hkely, ut- 
terly "without God in the world/** The first endeavour 
of a District Visitor should he, to become acquainted 
with the people, and to gain their affections ; and, 
it is obvious, that this much depends upon the spirit 
and manner of your visits. Our Saviour's advice to 
tne seventy, describes exactly what that should be : 
•* Into whatsoever home ye enter , first say. Peace be to 
this house,*' f This is the key with which you will 
succeed best in unlocking the hearts of the people. 
Kindness will make its way where nothing else will. 
Let them see that you desire their welfare, that you 
can enter into their feeUngs ahout their children, 
their domestic arrangements and comforts, their 
health, and all that concerns them ; and, ahove all, 
that you have their soul's eternal interests at heart, 
and he assured you will he welcome among them. 
Whenever advice is given, it should be done pru- 
dently, and with gentleness and affection, hut with 
firmness. It is better, in general, to avoid arguments 
and discussions: they seldom do good, and often 
harden. Attempts will also be made to impose upon 
you, with the view to ohtain rehef, or some other 
• Eph. ii. 12. t Luke x. 25. 
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benefit. In such cases, the difficulty is between 
overdoing displeasure on the one hand, and so losing 
your influence for good, by exciting animosity ; 
and being too lenient and forgiving on the other. 
Upon the whole, it will be wiser to withhold benefits 
for a time, according to the degree of the offence* 
even though the people smart for it severely, than to 
encourage a repetition of fraud for the sake of a false 
notion of humanity. It is not right to suffer a man 
to die from cold or hunger, however wicked he may 
be ; for death to him is an awful alternative : but it 
seems to be interfering with the corrections of Pro- 
vidence, if we are too forward to reUeve him out o!f 
the pinchings of distress, when it is clear that he has 
brought them upon himself by wilful sin. We may 
be saving his body at the expense of his soul, when 
God's chastisements were profiting his soul at the 
expense of his body. Our hearts are so dead and 
dull by nature, and so hardened by long continuance 
in sin, and forgetfulness of God, that they often yield 
to nothing but the severest sorrow : and, therefore, 
" whom the Lord loveth, he chasteneth** * If any re- 
fuse your visits, or to accept tracts, you should not 
force yourself upon them ; but it will be well to call 
occasionally and make the attempt, and perhaps to 
say, in a cheerful and friendly manner, that you hope 
soon to become better friends when you know one 
another better. There is no need, however, to lower 

• Heb. xii. 6. Compare Amos iv. 6 — 12, with Psalm 
cxix. 67, 71 : and Job xxxiii. 29, 30. 
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yourself by unnecessary or scrupulous efforts at con- 
ciliation. If men obstinately reject what is ofPered 
for their benefit, it is their own responsibility. Our 
Saviour's precept was intended for such cases; " Give 
not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither cast ye 
your pearls before swine, lest they trample them under 
their feet, and turn again and rend you," * It was on 
this principle that Paul and Barnabas left the Jews 
to perish without further remonstrance. "It was 
necessary" said they, " that the word of God should 
first have been spoken to you ; but seeing ye put it from 
you, and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, 
loy we turn to the Gentiles," f And God himself deals 
in the same manner with all who obstinately reject 
the warnings of his providence and his grace : 
** Ephraim is joined to idols, let him alone "% *' My 
Spirit shall not always strive with man" § Of some 
we are even told, that He " shall send them strong de- 
lusion, that they should believe a lie ;" " because they 
received not the love of the truth, that they might be 
saved "\\ I do not quote these passages to deter you 
from using every exertion that may gain access to 
characters of this description, but to relieve you from 
uncomfortable feelings regarding the performance of 
your duty, when you fail, even for a length of time, 
to procure admittance among them. The responsi- 
bility is theirs, not yours. If it be said of God's 
appointed watchmen, " If thou warn the wicked, and 

* Matt. vii. 6. f Acts xiii. 46. J Hos. iv. 17. 
§ Gen. vi. 3. || 2 Thess. ii. 10, 11. 



16 A MANUAL OP 

he turn not from his wickedness, nor from his wicked 
way, he sitall die in his iniquity, but thou hast deli^ 
vered thy soul/' * — ^the consolation, melancholy as it 
is, is even more applicable to you. In a word, you 
will find the necessity for kindness, circumspection, 
caution, and firmness in visiting the poor. Nor should 
St. Peter's admonition be forgotten, " Be pitiful, be 
courteous.'* f We never lose anything in any society 
by showing kindness, and paying that respect and 
deference to every one which is properly his due. 

And if we must be all this, lest we mar the work, 
and hinder the Gospel of Christ, it certainly reminds 
us that we should seek a strength beyond our own ; 
for " who is sufficient for these things?" % Let me 
suggest to you to make the welfare of your Dis- 
trict, and your management of it, a subject of fre- 
quent prayer, occasionally singling out persons, in 
whose condition you may, at the time, be feeling a 
more than usual interest, particularly the aged and 
the young. On your day for visiting, add to your 
morning prayer a special petition for direction how 
to speak and act, and also for a blessing on what 
you may be permitted to do ; and, whenever a sick 
or dying person is receiving visits from one of the 
clergymen, let this especially be an occasion of daily 
and very earnest prayer. It would be a rehef to 
a pastor's anxieties, and a great comfort and strength 
to him, if he could believe that others were secretly 
striving together with him for the good, not only of 

• Ezek. iii. 19. t 1 Pet. iii. 8. J 2 Cor. ii. 16. 
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his flock generally, but also for individual members 
in their hour of special need. 

"We may now proceed to the details of the work. 
And I shall endeavour to explain the object and use 
of the Reports, and the various institutions of the 
parish, in a way that may be practically useful to you. 
The blank forms which you are requested to flU, are, 
as you know, the Quarterly and Monthly Reports, 
and a note respecting sick or indigent persons ; and 
beside this, a packet of approved tracts is given to 
you for circulation. You will also find in the Ap- 
pendix, the rules of the Clothing Society, and of 
the schools; together with specimens of the Reports, 
and of the Occasional Note, properly filled up. A 
catalogue of the books of the lending library will also 
be given to you at a district meeting. As these 
documents contain information, which may at any 
moment be useful during your visits in the District, 
such as, the amount of pence paid by children at the 
schools, the terms of the lending library, a Hst of 
the books, and so on ; it will be well to make a 
practice of carrying this little manual with you, for 
immediate reference. It is for this purpose that the 
rules of all the institutions of the parish have been 
collected together in the Appendix. Their pros- 
perity and usefulness depend very much upon their 
being known and understood ; and it is to you that 
your jninisters must look, in a great measure, for 
making them known, and explaining them, each in 
your respective districts. 

c 
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The principal intention of the Reports, which are 
now to he explained, is to supply your minister 
with information ; hut you will find them also useful 
to yourselves, hy directing your attention hahitually to 
the different ohjects which you should keep hefore 
you, and hy giving system to your work. It will 
he my endeavour to explain the design^ as well as the 
particulars, of these reports ; for the accuracy with 
which you fill them up, will naturally depend much 
upon your entering into the spirit of them, and un- 
derstanding correctly with what view the several 
inquiries have heen made. And I trust it will he 
an encouragement to you to see how much assistance 
you can affo^ your pastor, and in how many ways 
you may, hoth personally and through him, advance 
the temporal and spiritual welfare of the poor. 



THE QUARTERLY REPORT.* 

This Report, if accurately filled in, should give 
your minister a good insight into the condition of 
every poor family in your District. So that, taking 
all the Reports together, sent in hy the different 
visitors, there should not he a poor family in his 
whole parish, with whose character and circumstances 
he would not have some acquaintance. 

The advantage of this you will understand better, 
when we shiall have gone through the different 

* See Appendix, No. I. 
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details, and explained them, under each head in 
rotation. 



1. HOUSEHOLDS. 

In making this return, you should he careful to 
keep the different households, and the different 
families, and lodgers, in each household, distinct. 
The total number in each family should contain both 
parents and children. You should omit no family, 
however small, who are living in the district. 

2. CHILDREN IN EACH FAMILY. 

The advantages anticipated by the questions under 
this head are these. By knowing the number of 
boys and girls in a family, the number at the day 
and Sunday schools, and the number employed as 
apprentices, or in other ways, your minister (for 
whose benefit you collect this information,) can see 
at a glance whether the children in any family are 
receiving education, or being neglected. 

The answer to the question about other schools 
will show him where the children are, if they are 
not at his school ; and if they are under erroneous 
teaching, he m^y find an opportunity of admonishing 
the parents. 

If some are returned as attending private church- 
schools, — that is, schools kept by private persons 
belonging to the Church of England, — he discovers 

C2 
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how many such schools there are in his District, 
where they are, and who keep them ; and he may 
think it well to visit them occasionally, or not, as 
may seem desirahle, or as he can afford the time. 

The question ahout the sickly or healthy appear- 
ance of the children, is useful in case he is called to 
reheve the family : he knows beforehand something 
of their wants, and occasionally it may lead to other 
ways of giving them assistance. 

The last question under this head is obviously of 
great importance, especially in the few months pre- 
ceding the Bishop's visit. If you are careful in 
noting down the name and age of levery young person 
of suitable time of life who has not been confirmed, 
your minister can, out of all the Reports, make the 
best selection of candidates from his whole parish, 
and bring them early under his instruction. It may 
also be a means of procuring the benefit of this ordi- 
nance, and the important preparatory training, for 
some whot from timidity, or other causes, might have 
hesitated to come forward of themselves. In this, 
and in many other parts of your work, you will be 
treading close in the steps of our blessed Redeemer, 
who came " to seek" as well as " to save, that which 
was lost" * 

* Luke xix. 10. 
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3. RELIGIOUS CIRCUMSTANCES OF EACH FAMILY. 

The first four questions under this head will enahle 
your minister to form a tolerahly correct judgment of 
the religious condition of each family. 

The term " none fixed" has been chosen to desig- 
nate those who cannot be said to belong to any reli- 
gion whatever, who attend no church or chapel, and 
seem completely " without God in the world.'* * 

You should be cautious in answering the second 
question, — "What church or meeting do they at- 
tend? " It will be better not to name any place of 
worship if the attendance is only ^ once in a way.' 

The question, **Are they communicants?" and 
the one before it, might seem superfluous in reference 
to persons not belonging to the church ; — ^but as the 
clergy of the estabUshment are often referred to by 
persons of all classes, and are, strictly speaking, the 
authorized ministers of Christ in their several parishes, 
it is useful on many accounts that they should know 
whether those who separate from the church, are 
zealous and godly in their respective ways, or no. 

The question, " Do the parents read ? " is not 
without its advantage ; besides, that it is interesting 
to know how far instruction has extended among the 
poor. 

The next question will of course receive few an- 
swers in the affirmative, but the very putting it to 
the people, (of which you are reminded by having this 

♦ Eph. ii. 12. 



52 A MANUAL OF 

report to fill,) and following it up occasionally by leav- 
ing a suitable tract on the subject,* may, with God's 
blessing, lead in some cases to the practice of family 
prayer. When a desire is manifested to enter upon 
this practice, or if at any time you observe indica- 
tions of a willingness to make the attempt, you 
should endeavour to improve the occasion, by sug- 
gesting, with tender but earnest persuasion, that it 
would be well to make the trial. This was the plan 
adopted by David when he sought to win others into 
the paths of godliness, *' taste and see that the Lord 
is good : blessed is the man that trusteth in him, O 
fear the Lord, ye his saints : for there is no want to 
them that fear him/* f Many a good resolution might 
be saved from being strangled in its birth by the 
enemy of our souls, if some messenger of heaven 
did but press the trial with a httle gentle violence. 
" How long halt ye between two opinions P" was Elijah's 
way of persuading Israel to decision in religion, *'If 
the Lord be God, follow him ; but if Baal, then follow 
him." X Perhaps in nothing may District Visitors 
more confidently look for a blessing, than on their en- 
deavours to move the people to diligent waiting upon 
God in private, family, and pubhe worship. If you 
succeed in this, you have done every thing; for he 
who is brought to worship God in spirit and in truth, 
is certainly a child of grace, and has received the spirit 
oi adoption, whereby he is at peace with Grod, and 

* See pp. 50, 51. t Psalm, xxxiv.8. 9. 

Z 1 Kings zviii. 21. 
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can call Him, " Abba, Father"* Thus might many 
a happy heart, and many a christianized family, he 
led to sing with gratitude to God and you, *' How 
beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that 
bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace," f 

You should encourage the people who may he 
willing to enter upon the practice, to subscrihe at the 
rate of a penny or two-pence a week for a small 
book of family prayers, if they are too poor to buy 
it at once ; and copies can be supplied to you at a 
District Meeting. The original edition of " The 
Tent and the Altar," price sixpence, is a simple and 
scriptural set of forms. The enlarged edition, price 
one shilling, containing prayers for two weeks, might 
be recommended to those who are able to afford it. 

The advantage of the question respecting Bibles 
and Prayer-books is obvious ; no member of the 
Church of England should be without either, and no 
family in this country without a Bible. If you find 
any family who have no Bible, you should recommend 
them to purchase one, and if the people are poor, 
you may encourage them to subscribe for it in the 
same manner as for the book of prayers. For this 
purpose a collecting card, and spedmens of different 
types from the Bible Society, can be furnished to you 
at the monthly meeting. In the case of Roman 
Catholics, who sometimes possess the Douay trans- 
lation of the Bible, this may be shown in the Report 
by inserting the letters D. B., in their proper place 

* Gal. iv. 6. t Isaiah Hi. 7. 
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in the column. By being aware of this, the clergy- 
man may be better able to give his visits a profit- 
able turn, if ever he is called in, either pastorally, or 
merely with a view of obtaining relief. Besides, if 
you are careful to fill in these Reports accurately, it 
will be matter of no small interest, to see how far 
this edition of the word of God is permitted to find 
its way into the dwellings of the Roman Catholic poor. 

4. TEMPORAL CIRCUMSTANCES OF BACH FAMILY. 

In eollectiug information to answer the inquiries 
under this head, you should be careful not to excite 
unnecessary prejudice. The poor are often very jea- 
lous of what appears to them to be prying into their 
condition. If you put the questions casually in the 
course of your visits, and with a little management 
and tact, they will generally be willingly answered ; 
but if suspicions, or ill feeling, seem to be raised, 
they should not he pressed. The question about 
wages will naturally be the most difficult one to ask. 
You might introduce it in connection with the Pro- 
vident Society, or in remarking upon the cleanliness 
and comfort of then* dwellings, or the reverse. 

The object of them all is, that your minister may 
know, with some degree of accuracy, whether per- 
sons applying to him for relief, are Hkely to be really 
in want of it, or not. From the religious circum- 
stances of the family, and the way the children are 
managed, he can discover^ in some measure, whether 
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or not they are deserving : — by knowing that they 
subscribe to the Provident Fund, or a Club, or that 
they do not, he may believe them to be thrifty, or 
the reverse : — ^from their trade or business, and rate 
of wages, he sees whether they ought to have laid 
by much, or little ; and if they have been in good 
wages and did not lay by, and are now begging re- 
lief, he may be reminded by this Report to explain 
to them the value of the Provident Society by the 
best of all arguments — ^an appeal to their own bitter 
experience : — whether they are sickly, or healthy, or 
old, or infirm, enables him to judge of their capa- 
bility of supporting toil and labour : — if they are 
already receiving rehef from the parish, he is informed 
of it, and by referring to the total number in each 
family, he knows how many mouths they have to fill. 
Thus, by casting his eye down the whole Report, 
he may at a glance, (if you have carefully collected 
this information,) determine, with tolerable accuracy, 
whether he may with safety relieve the applicant, 
or not. In a parish containing a population of seven 
or eight thousand persons, or it may be more, the 
clergyman can be personally acquainted with but a 
small section of his people, especially when they are 
continually changing, as at Edge-Hill. And if he 
has no information of this kind, which may be col- 
lected for him by others, his time will often be taken 
from more important spiritual objects, which he can- 
not delegate, to seek it for himself. Every clergy- 
man in a populous town-parish can testify to the oc- 
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casional loss of valuable time in huntiDg for the re- 
sidence of some worthless impostor, whom he did 
not feel justified in relieving, until he had made some 
inquiry into his wants and character, and whom at 
last he has discovered to have never lived, or been 
heard of, in the neighbourhood to which he had di- 
rected him. If, however, he can rely upon the Visi- 
tor's Report sent in from that District, he can some- 
times by a single question, sometimes by more, com- 
pared with the answers given in the Report, detect 
the imposture. And it is still open to him in any 
case, to go personally to the spot, and make his own 
inquiries, if he think proper. 

5/ REMAKES. 

The design of this column is to acquaint your 
minister with the names and character of the few 
persons in his whole parish who may, from any 
cause, specially deserve his care, or encouragement, 
or compassion, or serious admonition and warning. 

There are, in every parish, it may be hoped, a few 
old or afflicted persons of both sexes, who, though 
unable to attend Church through infirmity, serve 
and worship God in their own closets. These, by 
being made known to the clergyman, might have the 
benefit of an occasional pastoral visit from him, ac- 
cording to his time and opportunity. There are also 
to be found, here and there, persons of great respec- 
tability, who, after long residence, and many years of 
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honest industry, h^e acquired a character and influ- 
ence in their neighbourhood. Such persons should 
be known to the clergyman, and may often be of use 
to him. Others deserve encouragement for unusual 
cleanhness and neatness in their houses, or cottages, 
and cellars. Habits of this kind are so desirable 
among the poor, even for health's sake, if they did 
not tend to better things, for ' cleanhness is next to 
godliness,' that it will always be worth the clergy- 
man's while to step in, occasionally, in ^passing, to 
these places, and to drop a word of well-merited 
commendation and encouragement. 

Similar remarks apply to cases of an opposite cha- 
racter. It is desirable that the clergyman should know 
who are the thoroughly wicked, as well as who are the 
really pious, under his charge. And, by being made 
acquainted with any in his parish, who may be afflicted 
with the loss of a Umb, or blindness, or any other 
mental or bodily affliction of long continuance, or in- 
curable, he may perhaps have it in his power to pro- 
cure the admission of such persons into some chari- 
table institution. This possibly may not be done, 
and could only be in very few cases ; but, it is better, 
at all events, that the clergyman should be aware of 
the existence of such cases, than that he should be 
ignorant of them. 

These explanations will, I trust, enable you to see 
the objects had in view in framing the several ques- 
tions contained in this Report. There is a reason 
for all of them ; and the information your minister 
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may reasonably expect will often^ be of incalciilable 
serrice to him. This will appear further, by observ- 
ing the amomit of information of the most interest- 
ing kind that might be obtained, by summing up all 
the Reports of all the Visitors immediately upon 
being sent in. By adding the figures together, con- 
tained in the column, headed, ^' Total Number in 
each family/' each Report would give the exact po- 
pulation of that district, distinguishing males and 
females : BCtiH all the Reports together would give the 
entire population of the whole parish under super- 
intendence. This, of course, supposing them to be 
accurately filled up. At any rate, it would be a near 
approximation. In the same manner, the number of 
children in each district, and in the whole parish, 
might be estimated : also the relative proportion of 
children to grovm-up persons, and of children under 
education to those not receiving education. From 
another column might be got the proportion of Ro- 
man Catholics to Protestants, and of Dissenters to 
Church people : also the numbers among grown-up 
people who read, and who do not read; and the 
number of communicants, compared with professed 
members who do not attend the Lord's table. All 
this would be very interesting, but it would have its 
use too. It would enable the clerg3rman to calculate 
accurately what proportion of Church-accommoda- 
tion there was for his people, and whether as many 
children as might, or ought to, come to school, were 
attending, and if the schoolhouses were large enough. 
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In this manner, he would know exactly the wants of 
his parish, and he hetter ahle, than he otherwise 
could he, to suggest or attempt plans to meet them. 

THE MONTHLY REPOET.* 

The object of this Report is quite distinct j&om 
the former one. That was designed to give what 
may be called permanent information, this, to report 
casualties as they occur, month by month. 

1. visitor's memoeanda. 

These headings are not only memoranda of the 
extent and progress of your work, for your pastor's 
information; but you will also find them useful 
guides to yourselves. This may be said of both the 
Reports. They remind you of the several parts of 
your duty, and direct your labours into those chan- 
nels which are most Hkely to be beneficial to the 
people, and helpful to your ministers. The Quar- 
terly Report also supplies each of you with an 
arranged account of your District, by which you will 
acquire a better knowledge of it, than you could 
without something of the kind. 

The circulation of tracts will be explained sepa- 
rately a little further on. 

The two next inquiries are of great importance. 
I would recommend you to consult some good tracts 
on Church-going, to provide yourselves with a few of 

* See Appendix, No. II. 



30 A MANUAL OP 

the best answers to the common excuses made for 
neglect of it. Often, however, a few serious words, 
spoken in simpHcity and affection, upon the soul's 
value, and the folly of always letting some earthly 
thing separate between it and God, will have more 
power to reach the heart. The question " Were 
you at church last Sunday ? " followed by some ex* 
pression of regret, showing that you are pained if 
the answer is in the negative, may be blessed with 
success. " Can you be happy, knowing that you 
turn your back upon the house of God Sunday after 
Sunday ? " ** Is it a wonder that things go wrong 
with you, when you make no effort to have God for 
your friend ? " These are questions, which may at 
least be like bread cast upon the waters, to be found 
after many days. 

By a similar course, you may succeed in sending 
children to school. It is often easier to influence 
parents for their children's good, than for their own. 
Experience has taught them the disadvantages of 
ignorance, which they feel it is now too late to re- 
medy ; and they may be victims to the slavery and 
bitterness of some inveterate vicious habit, from 
which they would gladly have their children spared. 
It is a most merciful provision of Providence ! But 
for it, the most degrading vices might be the here- 
ditary scourges of families. You should take advan- 
tage of this, and appeal to the parents' sense of the 
value of a useful and rehgious education. In this 
way you may sometimes reach their own hearts. 
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throngli their childreD, and gain a double advantage. 
It will also be well to recommend the evening class 
at the girl's-school, when you observe respectable 
young women at home, either out of service, or 
living with their families. A master from the Col- 
legiate School is in attendance for two hours on Tues- 
days and Thursdays, and gives instruction in reading, 
writing, arithmetic, geography, and history. The 
charge is sixpence a week. During the winter 
months there is also a night-school for men and 
boys who are at work during the day : reading is 
taught free of charge, and writing and arithmetic for 
twopence a week each. They meet on Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays, from six to eight 
o'clock. There is a paid teacher ; and several gentle- 
men give their services on one or more nights in the 
week. You wiU find it useful to be prepared with 
all this information, and especially the charges. 
"What is to pay is a very important matter. 

The same hints apply to the case of children, who 
are often not sent to school, be^pause the parents are 
not aware how little they are required to pay. For 
this reason you have the rules of the schools in the 
Appendix.* It will be well to make a practice of 
anticipating scruples of this kind, by always telling 
them the smallness of the charge, and mentioning 
the clothing-fiind estabhshed as an encouragement 
for regular attendance. These are trifles to us ; but 
they may often be the turning-points in the question, 

* See Appendix, No. Ill, Parts 1 and 2. 
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whether a child shall receive a useful and scriptural 
education, or grow up in idleness and vice. 

It should also he your endeavour to collect as 
largely as you can for the Provident Fund. To effect 
this you should make the poor sensible of the bene- 
fits of subscribing, and you will succeed best by 
treating the subject in a famiUar way. Tell them, 
for instance, that money is safer in a bank than in a 
man's pocket, where it will certainly bum a hole and 
run out ; and that if they spend it when they are 
not in want of it, the time will come when they will 
want it, but will not have it to spend : but that if 
they lay by a few pence a week while God is blessing 
them with health and strength and good wages, 
when sickness or bad times come, or work is slack 
and provisions dear, they will have something to fall 
back upon without losing their independence. It 
should be your constant aim to raise the tone of 
the poor man's character. True religion, though it 
humbles, never degrades. There is little to work 
upon when a man has lost his self-respect, and few 
things are more lowering than a readiness to take to 
begging, or to go to the parish. You should habitu- 
ally endeavour to have a good sum to record every 
month under the question, " Amount collected for 
the Provident Fund ?" 

In the last column you are requested to insert the 
amount you have collected for religious societies. 
The two named in the heading are those in behalf of 
which your pastor thinks your exertions had best be 
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directed, viz., the Church Missionary Society, and 
the Bible Society. Without disparagement of others, 
these two have peculiar claims, — ^the former being a 
principal instrument for sending the Gospel to the 
heathen, — the latter, of chief importance in this re- 
spect, that without it all other societies must be at a 
stand-still. Without Bibles, neither missionaries nor 
catechists could progress satisfactorily in their work. 
If any are disposed to subscribe to other societies, 
such as the Jews or Irish, or Pastoral Aid Societies, 
they should be gladly encouraged, and the sums you 
receive should be returned in the Report with the 
initials of the Society, as directed at the head of the 
column, and given in at the monthly meetings. 

A few hints on collecting may be of service. 

You should always endeavour, before soliciting sub- 
scriptionSy to interest the people in the Society for 
which you intend to plead, by giving them informa- 
tion on its nature and objects. For this purpose it 
will be useful, as well as a delightful source of ra- 
tional and Christian enjoyment, to acquaint your- 
selves with the principles and operation of some of 
the leading religious societies, especially those named 
above. I subjoin in a note below,* a hst of Publica- 

♦LIST OF PERIODICAL AND OTHER PUBLICATIONS 
OF THE CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 

Proceedings of the Church Missionary Society ; con- 
taining the Annual Sermon and Report, List of Contri- 
butors, &c. — 8vo. 

Church Missionary Record — Svo. 

D 
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tions of the Church Missionary Society, with their 
regulations relative to the issue of them to contri- 
hutors and collectors. You will perceive hy this, 
that subscrihers are entitled periodically, according 

Church' Missionary Gleaner — 12mo. 

Church Missionary Quarterly Paper — 8vo. 

Church Missionary Juvenile Instructor — 32mo. 

Abstract of the Annual Report — about 20 or 24 pp. 8vo. 

Statistical Summary of the Society's Proceedings, with 
a Short Address — 4 pp. 8vo. 

Address to Heads of Families, Children, and Servants, 
inviting them to make Weekly or Monthly Contributions 
—4 pp. 12mo. 

Dialogue between a Minister and a Parishioner con- 
cerning the Society — 12 pp. 12mo. 

An Answer to the Inquiry, What can I do for the good 
of the Heathen ? — 12 pp. 12mo. 

Address to the Youth of Great Britain— 4 pp. 12mo. 

Address on Juvenile Missionary Associations — 16 pp. 
12mo. 

Collecting Books and Cards — Juvenile Collecting Books. 

BEGULATIONS BELATING TO THE ISSUE OF THE 

ABOVE. 

Annual Subscribers of One Guinea or upward — if 
Clergymen, of Half-a-Guinea — and Benefactors of Ten 
Guineas or upward, are entitled to the ** Annual Sermon 
and Report." 

Collectors of Sixpence a-week or upward are entitled 
to ** The Church Missionary Gleaner" Monthly; or, if 
they prefer it, to the " Annual Sermon and Report " with- 
out the List of Contributors. 

Collectors of One Shilling a-week or upward are en- 
titled to the ''Church Missionary Record" Monthly; 
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to the amount of their subscriptions^ to one or more 
of them. In this manner the interest is kept up, 
and contributors are acquainted with the progress of 
the cause they, have supported. All this should be 
previously made known to the people. Your share 
of these papers vdll be given out regularly, and also 
collecting-books to those who require them, at the 
monthly meetings. Information on the Bible Soci- 
ety's operations, and those of others, if desired, can 
also be supplied at the same time. 

The amount of your collections will of course de- 
pend upon the character of your respective districts, 
both as to temporals and spirituals ; but however 
small the sums, they should be regularly recorded 
and given in. It is astonishing how much money 
may be raised by means of weekly penny subscrip- 
tions, when persevered in. If we could hope that 
each of you might obtain twelve, or one shilling a 
week, the amount contributed at the end of the year 
would be not less than ^78 ; if six, it would be 
^39 ; if only three, ^19 : lOs. This last sum, I 
cannot but think, you might obtain ; that is, that 

or, if they prefer it, to " The Church Missionary Gleaner," 
and the " Annual Sermon and Report " without the List 
of Contributors. 

Collectors of Two Shillings a-week or upwards are en- 
titled to a copy of all the Periodical Publications. 

Weekly Subscribers of a Penny or upward are entitled 
to a " Church Missionary Paper ** every quarter. 

** Church Missionary Juvenile Instructor," now sold 
at One Halfpenny each copy. 

D2 
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pat of your thirty families, there should always be, 
on an average, three weekly who would be willing to 
contribute a penny. Spme of you might without 
much difficulty get more, so that your District Visit- 
ing Society might send up at least £20 annually 
towards the extension of the Redeemer's kingdom. 
Let us hope that something of the kind may be 
done. Only reflect what an income it would raise if 
collections were made in every parish in the kingdom 
in the same proportion ! By inviting the poor to 
take their share in this great work, you are not im- 
posing a tax, but conferring a privilege ; you are 
benefitting themselves morally, by enlarging their 
sympathies and spiritual affections ; and you are ^r- 
thering a cause which is the glory of England^ and 
in which her prosperity and greatness are indisso- 
lubly bound up. God seems to have committed the 
Gospel in trust to us as a nation for the world's 
benefit, and we may be sure that our destinies na- 
tionally depend upon the fulfilment of that trust. 

2. SICK. 

This is a very important part of the Monthly Re- 
port. You should be careful to give the name and 
particulars of every sick person in your District at the 
time the Report is sent in, not even omitting those 
who have been returned in previous Reports. 

The object of the questions respecting the disease, 
how long the patient has been ill, and his apparent 
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state of mind, is to enable the clergyman to know, 
on a comparison of all the Reports, what cases to 
attend to first, and to give him some idea of the kind 
of spiritual instruction or consolation to administer, 
that his word may be in season. All this saves the 
clergyman's time, and gives method to his work ; 
besides that it ensures his visits to those who appa- 
rently most need them. But it requires also that 
Visitors should be intelligent, and use their best en- 
deavours to acquaint themselves with their people's 
characters. In describing the state of mind of a 
sick person, a single word may often be enough to 
give a clue to his condition. Strict accuracy is of 
course not expected, nor would it be possible ; but 
the several words given in the heading have been 
selected as indices or types of the most common reU- 
gious states. It is however indispensable that the 
clergyman and the visitor should attach the same 
meaning to them. A word may therefore be said 
upon what is intended by these expressions : — '**eri- 
ot»," should convey the idea of a person habitually 
well affected towards religion : — ** impreaaedy' rather 
intimates that the person is under convictions re- 
cently produced, perhaps by his illness and the pros- 
pect of death, without much knowledge of the 
Saviour : — *' careless,^ impUes wilful indifference : — 
" ignorant y^ should describe a person not unwilling 
to be taught, though stupidly insensible of the nature 
and objects of rehgion : — " hardened" gives the no- 
tion of one who has known something, perhaps 
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much, of the truth, but has stiffened his neck against 
it, and refuses to be taught, or argues with his in- 
structor, and speaks flippantly of religion : — ^the last 
term ^^self-satisfied^^ describes a large class, of 
whom nothmg can be said agamst them, or for them ; 
who do no good nor harm ; who have neither religious 
wants nor religious enjoyments, and who acquiesce 
in all that is said to them, but are never the better 
or the worse for it. If you will bear in mind the 
conventional meaning of these expressions, the use 
of one of them applied to a sick person, will often 
enable your pastor to enter sooner upon some topic 
suitable to his state of mind, than he could do if 
wholly ignorant of his condition and character. This 
information may guide, while it does not in the least 
tie, him ; and it is given and received on the sup. 
position that you have known the party for some 
time, whHe he may have no knowledge of him at all. 

3. GENERAL STATE OP THE DISTRICT. 

This is by no means an unimportant part of the 
Report, and it is desirable that you should always 
give some answer to each inquiry. It will keep your 
minister's mind, and your own, alive to it, and occa- 
sionally it may suggest useful correspondence with 
the Health of Town's Committee. 

The exact number of public-houses in the district 
should be stated, or none, if there are none. By this, 
your minister knows what temptation to the vice of 
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drinking is thrown in the way of its inhabitants, and 
he might see, by comparing this with the state of 
the Provident Fund of that district, and with the 
Reports from other districts, how far the existence of 
this temptation was demoralizing the people, and 
telling upon their social comforts. By summing up 
the number of pubUc-houses in every district, he can 
judge whether his parish has more than its due pro- 
portion ; and if so, it might lead to some effort to 
abridge the number of licences for the next year. 

The two remaining questions, if they are of no 
other use, will always remind you of the importance of 
urging continually the subject of cleanliness upon 
the inhabitants of your districts. The health and 
comfort of the poor people themselves, to say no* 
thing of the whole neighbourhood, is so much pro- 
moted by cleanliness, that the advantage of this 
needs nothing to prove it.* Only mingle prudence 

* Upon this subject an eminent physician of the pre- 
sent day writes thus;—'' Without going all the length of 
some ' health of towns ' enthusiasts, it may be well to 
call the attention of all to the influence upon health and 
comfort, arising from the noisome and pestilential effluvia 
extricated from masses of decaying animal and vegetable 
matter — and from the putrefactive changes undergoing 
by heaps of refuse matters allowed to accumulate in stag- 
nant pools, and so to impregnate the atmosphere with 
gases incapable of supporting life, and calculated, when 
breathed and received into the blood by this process, to 
produce that disorder which is generally termed fever. 
Hence the great importance of cleanliness, of drainage, 
of sewerage, of the removal of accumulating nuisances. 
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and love, with occasional commendation where im- 
provement has taken place, and expressions of regret 
where it has not ; let this go on steadily from month 
to month, and year to year, and you may depend 
upon it things will gradually mend. And the same 
observation applies to every other part of your work. 

4. SPECIAL CASES. 

These, though somewhat similar, should not be 
confounded with the " Remarks" of the Quarterly 
Report. They are designed to give cases of a per- 
manent character, and of long continuance ; these to 
enable the clergymen to seize hopeful moments as 
they pass by, if he has time for it. The heading 
sufficiently explains the kind of opportunities in- 
tended. A death in the neighbourhood may, for 
instance, alarm a drunkard, or other vicious charac-* 
ter ; or the reading of ,a tract or of the Bible may 
excite inquiry in the mind of a Roman Cathohc ; or 
a Dissenter may express a desire to have a doubt 
cleared up upon some point connected with the 

and of an abundant supply of pure and fresh water." — : 
Newnham on " Man in his Physical, Intellectual, Social, 
and Moral Relations," ch. iv. 

In more than one quarter of Edge Hill there are nui- 
sances precisely such as those described. Much might 
be done by the people themselves, if perseveringly urged 
to it, to moderate the evil ; but for its entire removal 
something on a larger scale is required. 

See also the recent Reports of the Sanitory Commis- 
sioners. 
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Church. In su^h cases, it is desirahle that you 
should use your discretion, and inform your minister, 
by insertmg the case in your next Report, or not do 
so, as you may think best : but it should not be done 
hastily, or without a tolerable certainty, that the 
person is sincere, and really desirous of receiving in- 
struction. When this is the case, you should never 
omit anything under the idea that you are overload- 
ing the clergyman ; but you should not raise expec- 
tations of visits from him, except in cases of severe 
sickness, or extreme destitution, which will always 
receive attention. It is a wise rule to make as few 
promises as possible ; many unforeseen things may 
prevent their fulfilment ; and, when this is the case, 
the effect is most injurious. Each District Visitor 
should give the clergyman every possible informa- 
tion, and then leave it to him to arrange his plans as 
may seem to him best for the advantage of his 
whole parish. 

THE OCCASIONAL NOTE.* 

The object of this note (of which blank printed 
copies are furnished to you at the monthly meetings) 
is to inform your minister of cases of sickness and 
destitution that are of too urgent a character to be 
deferred to the time of sending in the Monthly Re- 
port. Your own discretion will be the best guide in 
giving these notes.> 

• See Appendix No. 4. 
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In cases of serious illness, when a clergyman's 
pastoral visit would be useful, you need not hesitate; 
they will always be attended to, and the inquiries in 
the note, under the head of sickness, should be filled 
up as in the Monthly Report. 

But, cases of distress will require judgment and 
caution; for, unhappily, imposture is to be found 
everywhere, and, if not imposture, idleness. Many 
will be quite willing to live upon charity, if benevo- 
lent persons are indiscriminate in their gks. Hence 
the duty, — ^not of withholding charity, lest it should 
be abused; that is the excuse of the heartless, — ^but 
of making inquiry into the merits of cases before we 
relieve. This is the object of these notes. Your 
minister makes his inquiries through you ,- and, if you 
answer the questions under the head of Destitution, 
carefully, to the best of your ability, your more inti- 
mate acquaintance with the people will be of incalcu- 
lable service. Under the head of ** Temporal cir- 
cumstances of each family," in the Quarterly Report, 
I have attempted to show the advantages of this 
kind of information : but the aid given to your cler- 
gyman would be much more efficient, if, in general, 
every application for charity received your sanction, 
expressed in one of these notes, before an inhabitant 
of any of your districts presented himself for relief. 
If this were the rule of your Society, your ministers, 
knowing in what degree they could rely upon your 
better knowledge of the people, aq^ repose confidence 
in your discretion and judgment, might feel satisfied 
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in many^ if not in all, cases, to refuse applications at 
once, unless accompanied by these recommendatory 
notes. The assistance in this way which you have 
already given to us by the information supplied 
through the Quarterly Reports, has been very 
great ; but, in the interval of three months, famiUes 
may leave a district, and others come into it, and 
persons in prosperous circumstances may be thrown 
into destitution by sickness, accidents, stoppage of 
work, and other causes, which renders something 
like this ''occasional note" necessary, particularly 
for urgent and special cases. Too often now the 
work of a poor-law reUeving officer is thrown upon 
the clerg3rman, who, though he does not grudge it, if 
destitution cannot otherwise be relieved, yet feels 
that he is ** serving tables,''* and 'losing time that 
might be employed in more spiritual offices. It is 
not actually relieving the poor that occupies time ; 
but it is the seeking, searching, and considering, 
whether it is right to relieve ; distracting, fatiguing, 
and harassing the mind of one who feels that the 
alms of the Church are not to be given heedlessly to 
any that ask, but to the really destitute, and more 
especially to reUeve " the necessities of the saints." 
That the clergyman should himself give relief, is, in 
general, better than that he should intrust its distri- 
bution to others, for it gains him an influence that 
may be exerted for spiritual good : but his District 
Visitors might do much, by means of a system of 

* Acts vi. 2. 
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this kind, to supply him with such information as 
would enable him to give with comfort, without the 
mental and bodily fatigue, and loss of time, which he 
suffers by continually seeking that information him- 
self. I trust your system of District Visiting may 
eventually be brought to this, or to something near 
it. I am quite sure that it is possible ; and that no- 
thing is needed but a persevering determination on 
your parts, to become thoroughly acquainted with 
your respective districts, and to submit to the occa- 
sional inconvenience of examining into cases of dis- 
tress, and sending them with your approbation to the 
clergyman, or stopping them from annoying him with 
false or frivolous tales. 

To shew the advantage of this, suppose that each 
of you had to decide upon two cases in the course of 
the week : the burden of the enquiry could not be 
very great, especially with your intimate knowledge 
of the small number of people committed to you : 
often no enquiry at all would be needed, but merely 
the filHng up of one of these notes, or rejecting the 
applicant with a single word. But let them all go 
direct to the clergyman, and he will have sixty cases 
to adjudicate upon, many of them perhaps involving 
him in visits of mere inquiry to different parts of 
his parish. If he reject any without inquiry, it 
may be his sorrow to reflect, that possibly he may 
have driven away some poor creature whom it might 
have been a privilege to relieve; and if he take 
down name and address, and go after some other, he 
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may have the mortification of finding that he has 
lost an hour or more in a fruitless pursuit. 

If any of you shrink from the responsibility put 
upon you by extending the use of these notes in this 
manner, you should remember that this information^ 
as I have already observed in reference to other parts 
of your work, in no way binds the clergyman to any 
course, nor supersedes any inquiries, which his own 
judgment may suggest. He will always exercise his 
discretion in acting upon your information ; but 
whatever he does, it cannot but be of the greatest 
service to him. 



THE DISTRIBUTION OF TRACTS. 

In distributing Tracts on a large scale, and for a 
length of time in the same locality — the principal 
difficulty is the selection. And there are many ob- 
jections against an indiscriminate distribution with- 
out selection. We must therefore have recourse to 
arrangement. 

1 . You have thirty Districts, with thirty fami- 
lies on an average in each, or 900 in all, to whom a 
tract every week is to be lent. The number required 
is, therefore, extremely large, especially for any length 
of time. By arrangement, however, and multiplica- 
tion of copies, 180 Tracts can be made to supply 
this demand for three years — admitting of a new 
tract being lent weekly to every family. This com- 
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paratively small number it has been possible to select 
carefully. The arrangement, adopted is this: — 
These 1 80 Tracts have been divided into six packets 
containing thirty each, corresponding to the number 
of famihes in a District ; and five copies of these 
packets have been made up to correspond with the 
number of Districts. Each of you will have these 
six packets to use in rotation. A packet will occupy 
six months in circulation, and consequently the whole 
will last for three years. 

Thus, supposing every District complete, and per- 
fect regcdarity observed in the distribution, these 
180 Tracts will make 140,400 visits, each of them 
will be lent 780 times, but not one ever twice over to 
the same family. This will show you the advantage 
of the plan, and be an inducement to abide strictly 
by its rules. 

In the event of your numbers increasing to any 
extent, no new tract need be procured ; but, for every 
six additional Districts, you will require one copy 
more of these 180 Tracts, divided into the same six 
packets. 

To ensure regularity in the distribution, the pack- 
ets have been marked with the letters A. B. C. D. 
E. F., and the Tracts in each packet have been num- 
bered from one to thirty. 

2. There will be a general exchange of packets 
every six months, on the District-Meeting days 
nearest to the 1st of January and the 1st of July. 
The secretary will keep a book for regulating the ex- 
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cliange ; and the order of distribution should be set- 
tled each time beforehand, to prevent confusion and 
loss of time at the meeting. The simplest way of 
making the exchange seems to be, that the secretary 
should call over each name as it stands on the book, 
mth the letter of the packet marked against it, and 
that one of you, who has had that packet during the 
previous six months, should hand it to the Visitor 
named ; and so on till the whole has been gone 
through. 

When the tracts in any packet have become soiled 
so as to be unfit for use, you should notify it to the 
secretary or the clergyman presiding, at the meeting 
before the one at which the exchange is to be made, 
that a fresh copy may be procured during the month. 
It will only be necessary to give the letter of the 
packet, the secretary having a list of the Tracts in 
each. If a single Tract be destroyed, or lost, it will 
be better to replace it yourselves, provided you always 
procure the same one.* In any difficulty, apply to 

* Many of the Tracts have been chosen from the Cat&- 
logue of the " Wolverhampton and South Staffordshire 
Church of England Tract Society," it being felt that full 
confidence may be reposed in their selection. They 
choose from all Societies indiscriminately, as well as from 
private sources, their aim being to supply " cheap publi- 
cations of sound Christian principles, combined with a 
strict adherence to the doctrines and discipline of the 
Church of England." Their plan of selection is described 
in the following rule : — 

*' It shall be the bounden duty of each member of the 
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the secretary ; but never introduce a new tract. This 
would at once confuse and destroy the whole plan. 
You should be particularly careful that the packets^ 
when exchanged at the end of every six months, are 
complete and perfect in every respect as you received 
them. 

3. In much the same way you will have a gene- 
ral exchange of tracts every week in your respective 
Districts. You will pass them on from one to the 
other, until each family has had an opportunity of 
reading the whole thirty,— or, if you have fewer fami- 
lies than tracts, until the six months have expired. 
If some desire to keep a tract a fortnight, it need not 
be refused. It is not intended to tie you down 
strictly within your Districts. Regularity should be 
the rule ; but occasional variations, as circumstances 
direct, may be desirable. This is left to your own 
judgment. In fact, the plan, in this respect, is little 
different from the old one. To facilitate this inter- 
change, the books you have received have been pre- 
pared. Each book contains thirty pages, one for 

Committee " (the Committee consists of not fewer than 
nine Clergyman and a clerical secretary) ** to read every 
Tract proposed for consideratian, before it be placed on 
the list of the Society ; and no Tract shall be adopted 
without the approbation of at least five of the members, 
or if objected to by any member of the Committee." 

The Rev. W. Dalton, formerly of St. Jude's, Liverpool, 
is at the head of the Committee ; and the Bishop of the 
Diocese, and the Archdeacon Hodson, are the Patron 
and President of the Society. 
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each family. At the top of the page should be writ- 
ten the name of the family ; and against the number 
of each tract, the day and the month on which it is 
lent. In this manner you may always see at a glance 
what tracts the family have had. The specimen in 
the Appendix* shews tracts No. 4, 10, 18, to have 
been had : all the others have not. 

You will find this exchange of tracts a good intro- 
duction to your visits, especially at first. It will give 
time for the little awkwardness that is sometimes felt 
on both sides to pass away ; and the subject of the 
last week's tract may occasionally afford an opening 
from some profitable remark, besides enabUng you 
to discover whether it has been read, or not. You 
should particularly guard against this natural feel- 
ing of diffidence, deterring you from making visits in 
some cases. No house in your District, — to which 
you have not been refused admittance, — should ever 
be passed over. This is important, not only for the 
good the tracts may do, but because your reports can- 
not be properly filled up without it, and chiefly that 
you may never fail to inform your clergyman of every 
case of sickness. I know well the difficulty there 
sometimes is in persuading ourselves to meet the 
imaginary " Hon in the way,'' f but a sense of duty 
and responsibility, and a consciousness of doing 
right, will give you confidence. It is one among 
many advantages of district-visiting under your 
authorized clergyman, over mere acts of private be- 
* See Appendix, No. 5. f Prov. xxvL 13. 

E 
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nevolence, that you go with a delegated authority. 
This, and a conviction of God's approbation and protec- 
tion, should encourage you at every step in the work. 

4. The packets have been so arranged as to com- 
bine in each a few tracts on all the principal subjects. 
There are doctrinal tracts ; — narratives ; — tracts on 
particular vices, drunkenness, immoraUty, swearing, 
and so on ; — on the relative duties of man to man, 
such as honesty, truthfulness, kindness, neighbourly 
feeling ; — some on cruelty to animals ; — some on 
affliction ; — one or two on the Infidel and Romanist 
controversies, and others on more spiritual subjects. 

You will find it usefal to have some knowledge of 
the tracts, at least of their tendency ; for though, in 
general, it may not be worth the while to make a 
selection, as each one will come round to every family 
in its turn, yet cases will occur in which you will be 
glad to leave a particular tract. I have already noticed 
one such case under the head of "family prayer" in 
the Quarterly Report.* When the number of tracts 
exceeds that of famihes, some kind of selection will be 
comparatively easy, and may often be desirable ; and 
your own judgment will tell you what use to make, 
if any, of the superfluous numbers. It will be a 
certain mark of a well-managed District, that such 
cases are readily perceived and inteUigently supplied. 
" A word spoken in due season, how good is it /"f 

The titles of the tracts, with their numbers, which 
you will find in the first two or three leaves of your 
* See page 22. f Prov. xv. 23. 
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distributing-books, will be guides to you in making 
tbis selection, wben necessary. 

5. Besides tbis packet, tbere is an extra tract 
for sick persons, "Tbe Invalid's Help," pub- 
lisbed by tbe Christian Knowledge Society. This 
may be left for an indefinite time with any one to 
whom it may be useful. It is especially adapted for 
cases of consumption, or any lingering diseases. Mr. 
Hartwell Home's '* Manual for the Afflicted," is an 
excellent book to lend to persons of more intelligence 
and education, and who have made some progress in 
religion. 

6. A few special tracts have also been procured to 
be given out, on application, to any of you that require 
them. They are principally on the hturgy, the ordi- 
nances of the Church, Baptism, and the Lord's Sup- 
per, the choice and duties of sponsors. Infant Bap- 
tism, (to answer the mistaken objections of those 
who think that baptism should only be administered 
to adults), the Reformation, Infidehty, the Evidences 
of Christianity, and on Romanism. 

These are tracts less suited for general circulation 
than those distributed through the packets. They 
are intended for the kind of characters described 
imder the head of " special cases" in the Monthly 
Report, and will, in most instances, be a useful pre- 
liminary step to insertion of them there for a clergy- 
man's visit. Other occasions will arise, which you 
will gradually acquire the habit of perceiving, as your 
knowledge of the people increases. 

£ 2 
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A birth, for instance, will suggest friendly advice 
on the churching of the mother, and the baptism of 
the child ; and appropriate tracts on both these ser- 
vices may be lent with advantage. The habit of 
publicly returning thanks, would be more spiritually 
profitable, and be a means of strengthening the at- 
tachment of whole famihes to the Church, if, by 
previous instruction, they were led to enter with 
intelhgence into the meaning and intention of the ser- 
vice. Efforts of this kind should not be neglected, 
because the people are dull, and provokingly hard to 
teach. They may be better, and cannot be the worse, 
for them. 

These remarks apply with greater force to the or- 
dinance of Baptism. The ignorance which universally 
prevails on this subject, is lamentable, and, in the 
present state of things, it is perhaps unavoidable. It 
is impossible for a clergyman, in a large town parish, 
with his multiplied duties, to seek out these cases, 
and give preparatory instruction himself. But, some- 
thing may be done through you, and by means of 
well-approved tracts. You can, at least, speak of 
the importance of the ordinance, and recommend the 
parents to choose respectable and religious persons, 
as far as may be possible, to be sponsors. 

Controversial tracts should not be hastily given to 
Roman Catholics. If they are not prepared to receive 
them, they will be more likely to excite enmity and 
raise opposition, than to do good. Scripture narra- 
tives, or simple statements of saving truth, will be 
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far better. If, however, you observe a spirit of in- 
quiry, or a desire to have them, they shduld be 
readily and gladly lent. 

You will occasionally meet with avowed infidels, 
to whom one of these tracts may be useful. A seri- 
ous word, dropped in a prayerftd spirit, will often 
arrest attention ; and, if not on a first attempt, you 
will generally succeed with a Uttle tact, before long, 
in procuring acceptance of a tract. This should 
be your constant endeavour. In every part of your 
work, always persevere ; never despair. " Behold, 
the husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the 
earth, and hath long patience for it, until he receive the 
early and latter rain : be ye also patient,'^ * ** In due 
season we shall reap if we faint notP f 

These instances will serve to explain the kind of 
cases in which a judicious use of the special tracts 
may be of service. 

7. An important caution remains to be noticed, 
applying to tracts in general. They must not be 
permitted to usurp the place of the Bible. When 
tracts are distributed regularly and extensively, 
there is always this danger. The poor have not 
much time for reading ; and, what is pressed upon 
them continually by those whom they respect, and 
are accustomed to look up to as their advisers for 
good, will naturally receive their first attention. You 
should, therefore, guard against this abuse of a sys- 
tem, which, like all other efforts of man to do good, 
* James v. 7, 8. t Gal. vi. 9. 
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is good only in its proper place. You should often 
tell them that the tracts are intended to lead them to 
the Bible, to explain it, and to give them a love for it, 
hut never to supersede the necessity of reading it. 
It is only of Goc^s word that the promise has been 
given ; *' It shall not return unto me void, but it shall 
accomplish that which I please, and shall prosper in the 
thing whereto I send it.''* 

The poor are often deterred from reading the Bible 
at all, because they have not time or inclination to 
get through a whole chapter : you will, therefore, do 
well to encourage them to begin with a little — even 
three or four verses ; and to make a point of never 
letting a day pass without reading at least so much. 
In striving to Hft up others, our own experience wiU 
often be a good guide, and we may remember the 
Kttle reUsh we once had for the word of God. This 
will lead us to deal tenderly with those who are now 
only what we were then, and to endeavour to draw 
them on, even as God drew us, — " with cords of a man, 
with bands of love," f If they begin, by God's grace 
they may be attracted on, for there is a mighty 
powerl in the word, of renewing man's heart, and 
turning bitter things into sweet, and making what 
was once a drudgery to become the soul's chiefest 
joy ? One of old, who, like us, was '' shapen in tnt- 
quity," and ^^ conceived in sin," § could at length say 
" Thy testimonies are wonderful/" \\ "0 how I love thy 

* Isaiah Iv. 11. f Hos. xi. 4. 

: Heb. iv. 12. § Psalm li. 5. || Psalm cxix. 129. 
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law / It is my meditation all the day" ** How sweet 
are thy words unto my taste ! yea^ sweeter than honey to 
my mouth," * There was a beginning of this love for 
God's word even m David. 

Before I conclude the subject of tracts, I must 
mention "The Churchman's Monthly Penny Maga- 
zine." Your subscribers now, I believe, amount to 
about 150 ; but I have little doubt the number might 
be more than doubled, if each of you would make a 
point of recommending it ; and its tendency is so 
good that it is worth the effort. In every attempt 
of this kind a Uttle judgment is required in timing 
the application. You would not choose the occasion 
of a family's distress to press such a point, but nei- 
ther should it be forgotten when matters come round. 
If unsuccessful one day, you may be more fortunate 
another. The expense is so insignificant, even to 
a poor man, — one penny in the month, — which, in 
recommending it, you should . always urge, that you 
can have no hesitation on that score, in seeking 
to obtain subscribers. At the time I left you, 
one District was taking as many as twenty-four 
copies, while others had no subscribers at all. The 
same result appeared on a comparison of the Monthly 
Reports, in reference to the Provident Society ; and 
that District which habitually contributed the largest 
amount to the Provident Fund, had not a single sub- 
scriber to the Penny Magazine ; which is the reverse 
of what might have been expected. I notice this as 

• Fsalm cxix. 97, 103. 
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it affords an c ipp of Um itT of adnsii^ yoQ not to*g^e 
wi^ to the rerj natural fediii^ of bafing a fiiTOiiTite 
object to whidi jonr energies aze exdosiTety, or more 
pardcolarlv, directed than to others. Your grand 
aim as District Visitors is to work m mfsieat, am^priS' 
iag wuavf parts ; and thoog^ it may be impossible to 
do away entirely with this feding of preference for 
one part orer another, yon shoold at least endeaTOor 
to pat a check npon it, and to gire to each separate 
part in its torn the best attenticm of which you are 
capable. 

THE LENDING LIBRABT. 

This institution has been long in existence, bnt it 
has been Kttle nsed, because Kttle known. Now, 
however, that the fragments of yonr district system 
are being gathered up and pnt befme you in a prac- 
tical shape, it is hoped that it may come into more 
■ctive operation. 

You will do well to recommend it wherever yoa 
find a taste for reading, — ^wherethe children are get- 
ting on in years, and are intelligent, — to mechanics, 
and workmen in the more sdentific trades, — to all 
who have long evenings, — to young persons for a time 
out of service,— to invaUds,— and to old people who 
are confined to the house. Such persons wiU gene- 
rally be glad of the opportunity of borrowing usefhl 
and interesting books at a trifling rate of subscrip- 
tion. The charge is only three-pence a quarter ; and 
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there is no obligation to continue the subscription. 
This, as I said before in reference to the schools, is 
often the main point in the poor man's decision, and 
should always be explamed. 

The subscription for the gentry is one shilling per 
quarter ; and they are invited to subscribe as a means 
of extending the institution. The books are suit- 
able for all classes, particularly the young. They 
are not exclusively on religious subjects, but all are 
instructive, and none are admitted that are not of a 
good tendency. Presents of books, or money to buy 
them, will always be acceptable. 

A catalogue may be obtained on application to the 
Librarian ; and probably one will be stitched up with 
this little manual. It will enable you to recommend a 
book on the spot, if desired ; and often to satisfy some 
one half inclined to subscribe, that there are such as 
would interest and instruct him. If you reflect how ig- 
norant the poor necessarily are of books, you will not 
wonder that they should hesitate to apply for one when 
they have not the remotest idea what to ask for. If 
however they are encouraged to begin by your recom- 
mendation, they may continue ; and you will have laid 
the foundation of a habit that may preserve them, in 
leisure and idle moments, from the paths of the de- 
stroyer. A taste for reading will often keep the poor 
from the pubHc-house, or from wandering through 
the streets with dissolute companions. Parochial 
Ubraries and judiciously-chosen tracts seem to be the 
two instruments, exclusive of Church extension, which 
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the circumstances of the times render most availahle 
for counteracting the noxious poUtical and infidel 
publications of the day, and the efforts of Roman- 
ism. From these, and other obvious considerations, 
you will no doubt see the importance of habitually 
having an eye, during your visits, to the Ukelihood of 
books being useful and acceptable ; and of recom- 
mending them, when it seems so. All this may be 
done quietly and naturally, and without forcing, or 
appearing in any degree to step beyond the bounds 
of ordinary christian kindness in the exercise of 
your duty as District Visitors. 

I venture to suggest a rule not hitherto adopted. 
I think that new subscribers should be introduced to 
the Librarian by their District Visitors, and that a 
certain residence in the parish, three or six months, 
should be required as a quahfication. The recom- 
mendation might run in this form, and be signed, 
like those to the Clothing Society, by yourselves, and 
one of the clergymen. 

" I recommend who has resided 

within the Parish* of Edge-Hill for upwards of six 
months, to become a subscriber to the Parochial 
Library." 

[Date] [Signature of Visitor.] 

[Signature of Clergyman.] 

* I have used the word ** Parish " here, as I have done 
throughout, to prevent confusion. But if this form should 
be used, " District" meaning the whole district of Edge 
Hill, will be the proper term. A removal from one of 
your districts to another obviously should not disqualify. 
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Something of this kind seems necessary as a pro- 
tection to the librarian against fraudulent persons ob- 
taining books, and leaving the parish without return- 
ing them. The two signatures are a double check 
on the people : and every appHcant being sent to the 
clergyman for his name is the simplest method of 
acquainting him with the constant working of the 
institution^ and a continual means of bringing his 
own people under his notice. This previous inter- 
course and acquaintance is never without its value 
when he is called to visit a person pastorally during 
sickness ; besides that it gives them the habit of look- 
ing upon him as their friend, and connecting every 
useful and charitable institution in the parish with 
the Church and her ministers. 



THE CLOTHING SOCIETY. 

This society receives donations of cast-o£P wearing 
apparel from any persons who are kind enough to 
bestow them, — coats, trousers, gowns, frocks, shoes, 
hats, bonnets, anything ; and these, besides sheets 
and other things, it is continually distributing in 
gifts among the destitute and deserving poor. It 
also lends out blankets and quilts for the winter — 
from October to May — which, being stamped in the 
centre with the society's mark, " Edge-hill Church 
of England Clothing Loan Society," cannot be re- 
ceived by the pawnbrokers. It provides bags con- 
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taining linen, &c., for women in childbed, which are 
returned on their recovery, and lends sheets and 
night-things to fever -patients and other sick persons. 
These are its principal objects. 

Your connection with it consists in giving recom- 
mendations, which are signed by you and one of the 
clergymen, in the manner and form suggested for 
subscribers to the Lending Library. 

The articles to be given or lent should be specified 
in the recommendation. And I think that in this 
case also a certain term of residence in the parish 
should be required as a qualification, both as a gua- 
rantee for character, and because old residents have 
naturally a prior claim. A circumstance which occur- 
red shortly before I left you, suggests the expediency 
of this rule. Six months, or probably three, will be 
thought sufficient for a population so shifting as that 
of Edge Hill. The object of the two signatures has 
already been explained ; but in this case, as the ap- 
plications are more constant, the advantages in all 
respects are greater. 

You will find the Society's rules in the Appendix.* 
They are framed with a view to its falling in with 
the other institutions of the parish in promoting, 
not merely the comforts of the poor, but also their 
moral improvement. On this account you are re- 
quested to have a due regard to the character of the 
people in giving recommendations. 

If, for instance, a gown or a coat would enable a 
* See Appendix, No. VI. 
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person to attend church, or if shoes, a frock, or some 
other article, would make children fit to come to 
school, especially on Sundays, — these are proper rea- 
sons for recommendations, when the plea is genuine ; 
hut you wHl find caution and discrimination neces- 
sary in Hstening to this kind of application. When 
you observe the appearance of great discomfort, want 
of bedding, the children or parents scantily clothed, 
especially in winter, you should quietly note these 
circumstances ; and if, on enquiry, it appears that 
the Society have the articles wanted, and the people 
bear good characters, your recommendation will be 
the more valued from having been unasked. In the 
same maimer, enquiry should be made beforehand, 
whether there are bags for women expecting confine- 
ment, that hopes may not be raised which it may 
not be in the power of the Society to realize : none 
but the strictly poor, who are unable to procure these 
articles themselves, and whose characters are respect- 
able, should be recommended. If, on the other hand, 
distress follows upon recklessness, extravagance, or 
vicious indulgence, against which you have remon- 
strated in recommending the Provident Society, you 
will do wisely to leave such persons to learn by expe- 
rience what no other instructor will be Hkely to teach 
them. It is a lesson worth purchasing, though at 
some cost. To withhold reUef in cases of this kind, 
provided the distress be not such as to endanger 
health or Hfe, is the true charity : giving would only 
encourage dependence, and worse improvidence for 
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the future, or idleness, under the impression that 
want would be sure to be supplied from this and 
other sources. It was St. Paul's maxim, that " if any 
would not work, neither should he eat^ * 

By firmly and uniformly acting in this way, a 
value will be given to character, through the prac- 
tical working of such institutions, which must, more 
or less, have a beneficial influence. But, independ- 
ently of this, it is but right that, in all the charities 
of the district, a decided preference should be given 
to persons who are respectable, sober, industrious, 
honest, good parents, and regular church-goers. 
Only in extreme cases of serious illness, and some- 
times of urgent destitution (though the latter more 
properly belong to the parish) should these princi- 
ples be relaxed. Inquiries then are heartless — not 
the part of the good Samaritan — and should be re- 
served until matters have mended, and the question 
becomes, whether or not favour shall be continued for 
the future. 



THE DISTRICT MEETING. 

Your meeting-day is fixed by the Liverpool Pro- 
vident Society, and the rule appears to be that it 
should be held on the Tuesday nearest to the first of 
each month. The notices are issued by them, and 
are sent to all the district-visitors, who are collectors, 

• 2 Thess. iii. 10. 
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in the several ecclesiastical divisions of the town. 
Your place of meeting is the committee-room of the 
boys' school. One of the clergymen is always in 
attendance, and presides, and closes the meeting with 
a portion of scripture and prayer. 

Many advantages are gained by these meetings. 
The ordinary business of the Society is examined into; 
mistakes are rectified, and a fresh start is made for 
the ensuing month; and the operations of several 
of the religious and charitable institutions of the 
parish are brought under your minister's continual 
supervision. The sums collected for the Provident 
Society are given in to the secretary :• the Reports 
are received, and examined by the clerg3rman : the 
half-yearly exchanges of tracts are effected : notices 
of soiled or destroyed packets are given : subscrip- 
tions, collected for rehgious societies, are received 
and recorded, and tickets for food, and for coals 
during the winter months, are given out. 

A minute of every meeting is preserved, contain- 
ing the names of the visitors in attendance, specify- 
ing those from whom Reports have been received ; 
also a list of the sick and special cases, gathered 
out of all the Reports, (from which a division is 
afterwards made by the clei^ymen of the cases each 
shall visit,) and all other matters of interest. 

Besides the regular business, anything of an un- 
usual character may be made the subject of friendly 
conversation. Difficulties may be submitted for the 
advice of the clergyman. Information not contem- 
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plated in the Reports can be given, and additional 
particulars respecting the sick may sometimes be 
asked. Notices of cottage lectures, missionary meet- 
ings, or any occasional or unexpected circumstance 
can be given out by the clergyman presiding, and 
communicated by you quietly and expeditiously 
through the whole parish. The names of children 
who are irregular in attendance at the day or Sunday 
schools, or have altogether absented themselves, can 
be sent in previously to the meeting by the master 
or mistress, and submitted to you by the clergyman, 
both for information respecting the parents' charac- 
ters, and with a view to your remonstrating with 
them at your next visit to the District. Cases for 
" special tracts " can be mentioned and described ; 
and the clergyman's experience and judgment refer- 
red to with reference to their further treatment: a 
suitable tract, or book, can also be supplied, if thought 
desirable. When a family moves from one District 
to another, information may be sought as to their 
character and circumstances : by this, imposition 
may sometimes be prevented, or a deserving family 
be brought under the favourable notice of their new 
visitor. This will also be the opportunity for put- 
ting questions respecting the possibiUty of obtaining 
benefits, in particular cases, from the public charities 
of the town or country, the infirmary, poor-house, 
dispensaries, industrial schools, and so on. Any 
matters, in short, which have occurred during the 
past month, upon which you wish for advice, or 
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which, it seems to you, ought to be made known to 
the clergyman, should be mentioned freely and with- 
out restraint. 

In these various ways, your monthly meetings are 
always occasions for mutually imparting to one an- 
other information, encouragement, sympathy, and 
strength. 



A few words will suffice to close this Address, 
already grown to a very unexpected length. I have 
studied throughout it to give a plain statement of 
what, I conceive. District Visitors may do, and gain 
by their work, — the blessings they may confer upon 
the people, the help they may give their ministers, 
the advantages they may reap themselves. Occa- 
sionally, perhaps generally, I have entered into mi- 
nute particulars, that may seem unnecessary to some 
of you ; but I have sought in this way to interest 
and help beginners, and to encourage those who hold 
back from diffidence, and fear of not knowing what 
to do, to enter upon the work, and join you. I have 
also hoped by this to impart to your district machi- 
nery a self- working character, by furnishing you with 
a body of directions so full and expHcit, that you may 
be able to keep it in constant and uniform action, 
without troubling your ministers from time to time 
to renew old instructions, when forgotten. But what 
I have chiefly sought to effect, has been to bind up 
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all together into a system, such as fnight tend^ as 
much as possible, to produce unit/ of action and 
mutual aid, and to secure the fullest measure of your 
ministers' guidance and control. Much may, no 
doubt, be done separately, and with profit, by private 
exertion ; but more will be gained, if the same efforts 
are made as parts of a well-ordered plan. They then 
mutually assist one another. In asking you, there- 
fore, in behalf of your respected and much-beloved 
pastor, to adhere, as closely as you can, to the rules 
and hints attempted to be laid down, I trust you will 
feel that if, in some cases, a little restraint is imposed 
upon your Hberty of action, the object has been only 
to give a more really useful direction to your labours. 
You will find yourselves, by adhering to a system, 
more closely united to your ministers in every part 
of the work ; you will have a fuller benefit of their 
supervision, encouragement and support ; you will 
have the satisfaction of feeling that, through your 
combined exertions, the powers inherent in the con- 
stitution of the Church, of which you are attached 
members, are being brought to bear, with good effect, 
and in a safe and orderly manner, upon the social, 
moral, and spiritual well-being of the poor among 
whom you live. If I have, in all this, set before you 
a great work, I have given you a motive to prayer — 
prayer for yourselves, your labours, and for the 
people. And if the small portion committed to each 
of you is a great work, how much greater the whole 
— ^the multipHcation of all your parts together? 
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Pray, then, for your ministers : let them have your 
constant sympathies and hest efforts. Be encouraged 
by seeing how much you may aid them in their ar- 
duous office ; by reflecting on the good, in every way, 
which you may do among the people ; by the un- 
shaken, scriptural conviction, that God approves 
your work, and will bless it. And, for myself also, 
I would ask your prayers, though no longer con- 
nected with you as before. I trust, though absent, I 
am not severed from you, nor ever so to be ; for God 
hath **knit together"* His " elect in one communion 
and fellowship in the mystical body of" His " Son 
Christ our Lord," and they who are in Him, and 
abide stedfast, shall be still " one in f/tm"t to the end; 
" kept*' through all the changes and chances of this 
mortal life, "&y the power of God, through faith, unto 
salvation*' J " Brethren, pray for us, that the word of 
God may have free course and he glorified, even as it is 
with youP § 

May this little book go forth to its appointed work, 
whatever it be, under His guidance, " without whom 
nothing is strong, nothing is holy!" May it be 
watered with the dew of His blessing ! Whatever 
unworthiness attach to it, may He pardon and neu- 
tralize for Christ's sake : and if there be any good, 
let the glory be to Him, " from whom all good things 
do come !" May £[is kingdom be hastened, and His 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven! 

• Collect for All Saints. t John xvii. 21—23. 

: 1 Pet.i.5. § 2Thess.iii. 1. 
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APPENDIX.— No. III. Part I; 



EDGE-HILL NATIONAL SCHOOL. 

The Parents of Children admitted into this School are 
requested to observe the following Regulations. 

I. — Strictly enjoin your Children to be exact in 
Uttending at the appointed time, and to be attentive 
to the instruction given to them. They are required 
to be at the School^ clean washed and combed, in the 
lAoming at five minutes before nine o'clock, and in 
the afternoon at half-past one. On Sunday their at- 
tendance is required in the morning at five minutes 
before nine, and in the afternoon at two o'clock. 

II. — ^Do not, on any account, send them on errands 
nrhich'may cause them to be late or absent from 
School ; for the advantage they will receive from in- 
strtiction depends mainly on the regularity of their 
attendance: and absence, if repeated, will end in 
their expulsion. 

III. — If sickness, or any unavoidable cause pre- 
vents them from attending, you are desired to give 
immediate notice to the Master : if you neglect this, 
the Child will be registered as *' absent without 
leave," and punished accordingly. 
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IV. — Encourage them to repeat at home what they 
have been taught at school, and to communicate to 
you the advice and instruction they have received 
during the day. 

V. — Keep them, by all means in your power, from 
loose and vicious books and companions ; and endea- 
vour to correct every evil disposition; such as swearing, 
lying, and the use of bad and indecent words. 

VI. — ^Enjoin upon them regularity in private prayer 
and in reading the Word of God ; and be watchful 
over your own conduct, lest by your example you 
defeat the instructions they receive at School. 

VII. — ^You are desired to send Three-half-pence 
with each Child, every Monday morning ; to submit 
your Children entirely to the discipline of the School ; 
and not to remove them without giving notice. 

By order of the Committee, 

Frederick Barker, President. 

N.B. — ^As these Regulations are entirely for the 
benefit of the Children, and the Teachers can do 
Httle or nothing without the aid of the Parents, it is 
hoped they will assist in enforcing them. 
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EULES OF THE EDGE-HILL GIELS' SCHOOL. 

I. — ^The hours of attendance from Nine o'clock to 
Twelve o'clock in the Morning, and from half past 
One o'clock to half-past Four o'clock in the Afternoon. 

II. — No Child will be admitted after a quarter-past 
Nine o'clock, and Two o'clock in the Afternoon. 

III. — Each Child to pay Three-halfpence in ad- 
vance every Monday morning, immediately after 
prayers. Where two or more Children attend out of 
the same family, each Child to pay One Penny. 

IV. — ^Age of admission, Seven Years, provided a 
Child knows her Alphabet. 

V. No Child to be absent without leave, or quit 
the School before the proper hour. 

VI. — ^Every Child is required to come neat and 
tidy, with her hair combed and clean. 

VII. — No Girl allowed to bring her own work. 

VIII. — Every Child in the School is required to 
attend on Sundays, at Nine o'clock, and at Two 
o'clock, and to go to Church with the Mistress. 

IX. — Children admitted on the first Tuesday in 
each month. 
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RULES 

OF THE 



EDGE-HILL CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
CLOTHING LOAN SOCIETY. 

I. — That this Society be established for the distri- 
bution among the poor of cast-off wearing-apparel, 
for lending bed-linen, blankets, quilts, &c. for the 
winter, and for supplying the sick (especially fever 
patients and women in child-bed) with changes of 
bed-linen, and clean dresses during convalescence. 

II. — That the Society be managed by a Committee 
of Ladies, two of whom shall attend every Wednes- 
day afternoon, from 2 to 3 o'clock, at a room in the 
Girls' School, to distribute the Clothing. 

III. — ^That the Committee meet once a quarter, to 
examine the books, and inspect the Clothing. 

IV. — ^That a book be kept, in which every article 
given to the Society be entered, with the date, and 
the signature of the lady who receives it. 

V. — ^That no article be distributed unless the ap- 
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plicant produce a recommendation, signed by his or 
her District Visitor and one of the Clergymen ; regard 
being had, in giving these recommendations, to the 
respectability of the applicant's character, attendance 
at Church, &c. &c. 

VI. — ^That every article given out be entered into 
another book, the entry to be signed by one of the 
Ladies in attendance, and to specify the name of the 
receiver, and that of the Visitor and Clergyman by 
whom the recommendation is signed. But if it ap- 
pear, on reference to previous entries, that the same 
person has neglected to return things lent on former 
occasions, or has in any other way broken the rules, 
the Ladies are at liberty to reject the application until 
further reference has been made to the Clergyman. 

VII. — ^That parties receiving bed-linen and blan- 
kets for the winter, be made to understand that they 
must be returned, properly cleaned, on the 1st of 
May. 

VIII. — ^That bed-clothing thus returned, be la- 
belled with the names of the parties to whom it had 
been lent, and put by, that on the ensuing 1st October 
it may be supplied again to the same persons, pro- 
vided the usual recommendation be procured. 

IX. — ^That articles supplied to women in child-bed 
be returned at the end of the month ; and those lent 
to persons in sickness, on recovery. Particular care 
should be had to their condition, especially in cases 
of fever : if not thoroughly clean, the parties to be 
sent back, and a note of the circumstance, specifying 
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their names, to be entered in the distributing book. 
In cases of pecuhar infection, and occasionally in 
others, the Ladies must use their own judgment as 
to whether things may not be given, instead of lent. 

X. — ^That an Index of the names of all persons to 
whom things have been given or lent, be kept for 
facility of reference. 

XI. — ^That in cases of emergency, such as sudden 
illness or extreme destitution, one of the Ladies last 
in attendance, or any other Member of the Com- 
mittee to whom it may be convenient, be requested 
to give out the articles required, on the applicants' 
producing the usual recommendation. 

XII. — ^That all persons connected with the Society 
endeavour to make it known among their friends ; that 
the supply of articles, — especially cast-off wearing- 
apparel of every description and size, be continually 
kept up. 
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